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IN SENATE 

OF 

THE UNITED STATES, 

December 23, 1817. 

Mr. Dickerson, agreeably to notice given yesterday, and in 
obedience to instructions received from the legislature of New Jer¬ 
sey, asked and obtained leave to introduce a resolution, proposing 
an amendment to the constitution of the United States, as it respects 
the election of representatives in Congress, and the appointment of 
electors of President and Vice President of the United States^ and 
the resolution was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Unit¬ 
ed States of America in Congress assembled, two-thirds of both houses 
concurring therein, That the following amendment to the consti¬ 
tution of the United States, he proposed to the legislatures of the se¬ 
veral states, which, when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths 
of the said states, shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, as a 
part of the said constitution. 

That, for the purpose of choosing representatives in the Con¬ 
gress of the United States, each state shall, by its legislature, be di¬ 
vided into a number of districts, equal to the number of representa¬ 
tives to which such state may be entitled. The districts shall be 
formed of contiguous territory, and contain, as nearly as may be, 
an equal number of inhabitants, entitled by the constitution to be re¬ 
presented. In each district the qualified voters shall elect one re¬ 
presentative, and no more. That, for the purpose of appointing 
electors of President 'and Yice President of the United States, in 
each district, entitled to elect a representative in the Congress of 
the United States, the persons qualified to vote for representatives 
shall appoint one elector, and no more. The additional two electors, 
to which each state is entitled, shall be appointed in such manner as 
the legislature thereof may direct. The electors, when convened, 
shall have power, in case any of them, appointed as above prescrib¬ 
ed, shall tail to attend, for the purposes of their said appointment, 
on the day prescribed for giving their votes for President and Yice 
President of the United States, to appoint another, or others, to act 
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in the place of him or theih so failing to attend. Neither the dis¬ 
tricts for choosing representatives, nor those for appointing elec- 
tors, shall be altered, in any state, until a census and apportion¬ 
ment of representatives under it, subsequent to the division of the 
states into districts shall be made. The division of states into dis¬ 
tricts, hereby provided for, shall take place immediately after this 
amendment shall be adopted and ratified as a part of the constitution 
of the United States; and successively, immediately afterwards, 
whenever a census and apportionment of representatives under it, 
shall be made. The division of each state into districts, for the pur¬ 
poses both of choosing representatives and appointing electors, 
shall be altered, agreeably to the provisions of this amendment, and 
on no other occasion. 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-12-23T21:37:34-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




